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confessional. By this means the doctrines of Hinduism
are taught, and the religious enthusiasm of the people
excited. For there are shrines of which the gurus are
advertisers; and it is their duty to recommend a pil-
grimage to them. The great reformers of Hinduism
have shown their appreciation of the influence these
teachers exert by remaining at Benares, Puri, and similar
places, to teach their doctrines to those assembled
there.

The next important method of instruction is the
religious festivals. Each month has a day or days
specially sacred to one or other of the deities; and
though every Hindu has his own guardian deity, he is
bound by fear of the evil of neglect, or by hope of
gaining good, to show his respect to the rest. Some
of these deities, whose images are enshrined in temples,
have special days on which the important events of their
lives are brought into prominence by ritual observances ;
whilst others are kept in mind by temporary images
which are worshipped in the homes on days set apart
for this purpose. As the Passover preserves amongst
the Jews the memory of the deliverance from Egypt,
and the feasts of the Church the most important events
in the life of our Lord, so these festivals in the temples,
and in the houses, are immensely powerful as a means
of instruction to the ignorant, and of stimulating the
faith and devotion of others.

With this round of special services, with the change
of image and the attendant ceremonies, with the descrip-
tive song and mythological representations, it is not
surprising that the people know a great deal about
their most popular deities. It would be almost im-
possible to find a Hindu as grossly ignorant of the
names and doings of the chief deities of the Pantheon